Beards tongue

Penstemon digitalis

Mass in sunny borders, wild gardens, native plant gardens or naturalized areas. Grow in average, dry to medium moisture, well-drained soil in full sun. Avoid wet, poorly drained soils. Found in old fields, meadows, prairies, wood margins, open woods. To 60 inches; white flowers in summer. 

Bee balm

Monarda didyma 

Provides color and contrast for the perennial border, wild garden, native plant garden, meadow, herb garden, naturalized planting or along ponds or streams. Good plant for attracting hummingbirds to a bird garden. Best grown in rich, medium to wet, moisture-retentive soils in full sun to part shade. Prefers rich, constantly moist humusy soils in full sun. Divide clumps every 3-4 years to prevent overcrowding and provide plants with good air circulation. Spreads by rhizomes and self-seeding. Found in rich moist fields, meadows; bottomlands, thickets, moist woods and especially along stream banks. 2-4 feet; red flowers in late summer.

Bee blossom

Gaura lindheimeri "Whirling Butterflies"

Good for borders or wild gardens. Height: 3 feet tall, 4 feet wide. White flowers continuously into fall. Best grown in sandy, loamy, well-drained soil in full sun. Tolerates heat, humidity, some drought and poor soils. Remove spent flower spikes to prolong bloom. Plants often benefit from close planting or support from adjacent perennials. Plants may be cut back in late spring by half to control size. Found in prairies, pinelands, pond edges.

Black eyed Susan

Rudbeckia fulgida

Mass in bold drifts in the perennial border, cottage garden, meadow, native plant garden or naturalized area. Provides excellent bloom and color for the late summer.

Height: 2 to 3 feet; flowers: yellow rays, black center. Easily grown in average, dry to medium, well-drained soil in full sun. Tolerates hot and humid summers as well as some light shade. Deadhead to prolong bloom. Divide when clumps become overcrowded. Found in open woods, meadows, pastures.

Butterfly weed

Asclepias tuberosa

Perfect for butterfly gardens, meadows, prairies, or naturalized/native plant areas. Also effective in sunny borders. Whether massing plants in large drifts or sprinkling them throughout a prairie or meadow, butterfly weed is one of our showiest native wildflowers. Easily grown in average, dry to medium, well-drained soils in full sun. Drought tolerant. Does well in poor, dry soils. Butterfly weed does not transplant well due to its deep taproot, and is probably best left undisturbed once established. pH 4.5 to 6.8. Found in dry fields, roadsides and shale barrens. 12-30 inches, orange-yellow flowers, early summer. Deere resistant.

Evening primrose

Oenothera pilosella

Effective massed in wild gardens, meadows, cottage gardens, native plant gardens or border fronts. Easily grown in average, medium to wet soils in full sun. Can be grown in both moist and dry soils. Prefers slightly acidic, clay soils. Tolerates poor soils, light shade and some drought. Can spread; unwanted plants can be easily removed due to shallow root systems. Found in prairies, fields, wet uplands and wet grassy areas. Forms dense, spreading rosettes from which arise erect, leafy stems to 12-18 inches tall with terminal clusters bright yellow, saucer-shaped flowers to 2 inches across. 

Foamflower

Tiarella cordifolia

Ideal for shaded rock gardens, woodland gardens, border fronts, wild gardens, naturalistic plantings or moist areas along stream banks. Can be massed to form an attractive ground cover. Easily grown in average, medium, well-drained soil in part shade to full shade. Stoloniferous. Prefer organically rich, moisture-retentive soils. Avoid saturated soils, especially in winter. pH 5 to 7. Found in moist, rocky wooded slopes. 4-14 inches, white flowers in spring. 

Great blue lobelia

Lobelia siphilitica

Provides late summer bloom to the perennial border, wild garden, native plant garden, woodland garden or naturalized planting. Also effective near ponds or streams. To 5 feet; large spikes of blue flowers in summer. Easily grown in rich, humusy, medium to wet soils in full sun to part shade. Needs constant moisture. Divide clumps in spring as needed. May self-seed in optimum growing conditions, forming attractive colonies.  Ideal companions to ferns and asters in the formal garden. Found in swamps, moist meadows, stream banks, ditches.

Trumpet honeysuckle 

Lonicera sempervirens

Best grown on trellises, fences, arbors or pergolas; attracts hummingbirds. Easily grown in average, medium, well-drained soil in full sun. Tolerates shade, but the profuseness of flowering is inversely proportional to the amount of shade. Adapts to a wide range of soils. Prefers moist, loamy soils. Blooms primarily on previous year's stems, so prune to shape after flowering. Found in roadsides, woods, thickets. Woody vine, 10 to 20 feet; red-orange flowers in summer. 

Jack in the pulpit

Arisaema triphyllum

Best left undisturbed in the shady woodland garden, wild garden or native plant garden. Best grown in fertile, medium to wet soil in part shade to full shade. Needs constantly moist soil rich in organic matter. Does poorly in heavy clay soils. May be grown from seed, but takes five years for plant to flower. pH 5-6. Found in moist low woods, swamps, bogs and floodplains. To 36 inches; greenish flowers, spring. 

New England Aster

Symphyotrichum novae-angliae "Purple Dome"

The "Purple Dome" is generally considered to be a superior garden plant to the species. It is a bushy, compact plant, 24 inches, providing a profusion of dark purple flowers through September and October. Easily grown in moist, rich, well-drained soil in full sun. Good air circulation helps reduce incidence of foliar diseases. Cut back after flowering to prevent seedlings. Monarch butterflies gain energy in the fall from nectar plants like asters to fuel their southward migration. Found in moist prairies, meadows, thickets, low valleys and stream banks.

Roundlobe hepatica

Hepatica nobilis 

Among the very first flowers to bloom in spring and does best in a rocky garden where sunlight pours through deciduous trees before leaves come out. Grow in part shade to shade in dry sandy loam. pH 4 to 7, but prefers pH 4.5 to 6. Found in rich woods and dry rocky upland slopes. 6-8 inches, lavender to purple flowers, early spring.  Also known as liverwort.

Swamp mallow

Hibiscus moscheutos

Use in borders or as specimen, group or mass for landscape accent. Useful in low spots or wet areas in the landscape. Best in moist, organically rich soils in full sun with good air circulation for best flowers, strongest stems and healthiest plants. Grows to 8 feet; flowers white with maroon center. Regular deep watering is advisable. Site in locations protected from wind to minimize risk of wind burn. Cut back stems to approximately 3-4 inches in late autumn. New growth shoots are slow to emerge in spring then proceed rapidly Plants will benefit from regular fertilization during the growing season. 

Toadshade trillium

Trillium sessile

A classic spring-blooming, woodland wildflower. Excellent when massed in a shaded woodland garden, naturalized area or wildflower garden. Mixes well with other spring wildflowers and ferns.  To 12 inches. Maroon flowers in spring. Easily grown in rich, humusy, medium moisture, well-drained soil in part shade to full shade. Needs regular watering. Rhizomatous plant that is challenging to propagate from seed.  Found in rich woodlands, calcareous soils, floodplains, riverbanks, clayey alluvium, less fertile soils, high, dry limestone woods.

White trillium

Trillium grandiflorum

Excellent when massed in a shaded woodland garden, naturalized area or wildflower garden.  To 16 inches, white becoming pink flowers in spring. The largest and showiest of the trilliums. Grow in part shade to shade in moist rich loam. pH 6 to 7 but prefers 6.0. A mulch of rotted or shredded leaves at the beginning and end of the season is beneficial. Excellent when massed in a shaded woodland garden, naturalized area or wildflower garden.

White wood aster

Eurybia divaricata

Plant in groups in the shaded perennial border, native or wild garden. Good under planting for wooded areas. 10-35 inches; white flowers in autumn. Blooms before blue wood aster. Easily grown in average, medium, well-drained soil in part shade to full shade. Thrives in shade and tolerates dry conditions. pH 5 to 7. Plant among stronger perennials such as some of the larger hostas to manage a sprawling habit. Found in dry to mesic, deciduous and mixed deciduous woods, edges and clearings.

Blue wood aster

Symphyotrichum cordifolium

Ideal for open shade gardens, native plant gardens, cottage gardens or butterfly gardens. Easily grown in average, dry to medium, well-drained soil in full sun to part shade. Prefers moist, rich soils and good air circulation. Pinching back stems several times before mid-July will help control plant height and promote bushiness. Easily grown from seed and often self-seeds in the garden. pH 5.6 to 7.5.  Found in rich , dry or moist woodlands, bluff bases, stream banks and moist ledges. To 5 feet; blue flowers in late fall. 

Wood geranium

Geranium maculatum

Best in shady areas of wild, native plant or open woodland gardens. Easily grown in average, medium, well-drained soil in full sun to part shade. Prefers moist, humusy soils, but tolerates poor soils. Will naturalize in optimum growing conditions. Curious seed dispersal; as seeds open, they become spring loaded and can be flung 10 to 15 feet. Foliage may yellow in hot summers if soil is allowed to dry out. Found in rich open woods, deeply shaded roadsides, fields. 18-24 inches; pink-purple flowers in late spring. 

Purple coneflower

Echinacea purpurea

Excellent, long-blooming flower for massing in the border, meadow, native plant garden, naturalized area, wildflower garden or part shade area of woodland garden. Often massed with black-eyed Susans (Rudbeckias). Easily grown in average, dry to medium, well-drained soil in full sun to part shade; tolerant of drought, heat, humidity and poor soil. Divide clumps when they become overcrowded (about every 4 years). Freely self-seeds if at least some of the seed heads are left in place. Found in rocky, open woods, thickets, prairies, especially near waterways. 3 to 5 feet; lavender flowers, summer. 

Blue mistflower

Eupatorium coelestinum

Provides excellent late summer to frost bloom for the perennial border. Contrasts well with white and yellow chrysanthemums. Also effective in wild gardens, meadows, native plant gardens and naturalized areas. Easily grown in average, medium, well-drained soil in full sun to part shade. Prefers moist soils in full sun. Divide every three years to control growth. Cut back in summer to promote denser habit. Average, medium, well-drained soil in full sun to part shade. 18-36 inches, blooms late summer into fall. 

Boneset

Eupatorium perfoliatum

Good size and late bloom for borders, native plant gardens, wildflower gardens, cottage gardens, woodland gardens or banks of ponds or water gardens. Easily grown in average, medium to wet soils in full sun to part shade. Does well in both sandy and clay soils. Needs constant moisture. Found in flood plains bogs, swamps, wet meadows. To 5 feet; white flowers late summer and fall. 

Wild columbine

Aquilegia canadensis

Easily grown in average, medium, well-drained soil in full sun to part shade. Wide range of soil tolerance as long as drainage is good. Prefers rich, moist soils in light to moderate shade. Freely self-seeds and will naturalize to form large colonies in optimum growing conditions. This species has very good resistance to leaf miner. Found in open, steep, rocky wooded bluffs of streams, wooded slopes, stream banks, banks and slopes of deep ravines, limestone bluffs and ledges, borders and clearings in deciduous or mixed woods or thickets. To 32 inches; Yellow/red flowers, late spring. 

Cardinal flower

Lobelia cardinalis

Provides late summer bloom to the perennial border, wild garden, native plant garden or woodland garden. Excellent for butterfly or bird (hummingbird) gardens. Also effective near ponds or streams. Easily grown in rich, humusy, medium to wet soils in full sun to part shade. Needs constant moisture. Will tolerate full sun in cool, northern climates, but otherwise appreciates part shade. Divide clumps in spring as needed. May self-seed in optimum growing conditions. Found in wet meadows, swamps, riverbanks, lake shores. 20-36 inches, red flowers in late summer. 

Wild ginger

Asarum canadense

Usually grown as a ground cover in shady areas. Woodland gardens, native plant gardens or naturalized areas. Also may be used for edging. An exceptional groundcover for problem shade areas. Easily grown in average, medium to wet, well-drained soil, in part shade to full shade. Prefers moist, acidic soils in heavy shade. Spreads slowly by rhizomes to form an attractive ground cover for shade areas, pH 4 to 7. Found in understory of deciduous forests (rarely coniferous). 6-12 inches, brownish-purple flowers, late spring. 

Blue cohosh

Caulophyllum thalictroides

Blue cohosh is a hardy perennial best in groups or massed in woodland gardens or shady wild gardens. Best grown in shady woodland areas in rich, moist, neutral to slightly acidic soils. Good in consistently moist soils that do not dry out. Blue inedible fruits in midsummer. Requires minimal care if left undisturbed. Can spread very slowly by rhizomes over time to form colonies; pH 4 to 7. Found in moist rich deciduous and mixed forests. 12-30 inches; greenish yellow/purple flowers, early spring. 

