Black willow

Salix nigra

Large trees are valuable in binding soil banks preventing soil erosion and flood damage. Mats and poles made from Black Willow trunks and branches provide further protection of riverbanks and levees. Also a shade tree and honey plant. Grow in fine moist to wet silt or clay, especially in saturated or poorly drained soil from which other hardwoods are excluded with pH above 4.5. Found in river margins on lower, wetter, and often less sandy sites and swamps, sloughs, swales, gullies, and drainage ditches. To 65 feet. 

Red-osier dogwood

Cornus sericea (Cornus stolonifera)

Effective in naturalistic plantings to form thickets and as property line screens. Plants perform very well in wet locations along streams or ponds where spreading roots help combat soil erosion. Also effective in shrub borders. Best grown in organically rich, medium to wet soils in full sun to part shade. Shrub to 10 feet. Many gardeners remove 20-25% of the oldest stems in early spring to stimulate growth of new stems which will display the best red color. Flowers: white, spring. 

Sugar maple

Acer saccharum 

Excellent shade tree, commercially tapped for syrup. Grow in a wide variety of soils derived from shale, limestone and sandstone, but prefers deep, moist, fertile, well-drained sand, loamy sand, sandy loam, silty loam, and loam. Known for its fall color display of yellows, oranges and reds. Prefers pH ranges 5.5 to 7.3. Found in rich, mesic woods and drier upland woods, on level areas or in coves, ravines and other sheltered locations on adjacent lower especially north-facing slopes.

Tuliptree

Liriodendron tulipifera

Very large shade or lawn tree for large landscapes (to 150 feet). Trees are fast-growing Shallow root system limits the types of plants that may be grown within the drip line. Cup-shaped tulip-like flowers are yellow with an orange band. Blooms in late spring; flowers are followed by cone-shaped brown fruits. Best grown in moist, organically rich, well-drained loams in full sun. Tolerates part shade. Found in rich woodlands, bluffs, low mountains, and hills. 

Flowering dogwood

Cornus florida

Bright red fruits, loved by birds, mature in early fall. Commonly planted as a specimen or in small groupings on residential property around homes, near patios or in lawns. Grow in average, medium moisture, well-drained soil in full sun to part shade. Prefers organically rich, acidic soils in part shade. Benefits from a 4-6inch mulch which will help keep roots cool and moist in summer. Flowers: white, spring. Found in deciduous woods, on floodplains, slopes, bluffs, and in ravines, especially as an understory tree. To 30 feet. 

Virgins bower

Clematis virginiana

Vine with white flowers giving way to attractive, plume-like seed heads. Best in woodland and native plant areas where it can be allowed to scramble along the ground, over shrubs and along fences. Also may be grown on trellises, arbors, or posts. Easily grown in average, medium to wet, well-drained soils in full sun to part shade. This species will thrive and bloom in considerable shade. Blooms on current year’s growth.  Grows 12-15 feet (as much as 20 feet).

