Allegheny serviceberry

Amelanchier laevis

Attractive understory tree for lawns, shrub borders, woodland margins or native plant areas. Shrubs can be grown as tall informal hedges or screens. Good plant for bird gardens (birds love the berries). Easily grown in average, medium, well-drained soil in full sun to part shade. Prefers moist, well-drained loams.. Flowers: white, spring. Red fruit in late summer. Found in thickets, open woods, sheltered slopes, roadside banks and wood margins. Shrub to 45 feet. 

Black chokeberry

Aronia melanocarpa

Good ornamental value for the shrub border; also effective grouped or massed in native plant gardens, open woodland or naturalized areas. Easily grown in average, medium, well-drained soil in full sun to part shade. Tolerant of wide range of soils, including both dry and boggy soils. Ability to withstand wet conditions makes it suitable for growing along ponds, streams or water gardens. Spreads by root suckers to form colonies. Flowers: white, late spring. Found in swamps, bogs, wet and dry woods, barrens. Shrub to 10 feet. 

Black-haw

Viburnum prunifolium

Use as small specimen tree or large specimen shrub, in shrub borders or tall hedge or screen. Incorporate into the background of a native planting. Easily grown in average, dry to medium, well-drained soil in full sun to part shade. Tolerates drought. Prune immediately after flowering since flower buds form in summer for the following year. Flowers: white, spring. Fruits are edible and may be eaten off the bush when ripe or used in jams and preserves. Found in successional woods, thickets, old fields, roadsides. Shrub or small tree to 25 feet. 

Cranberry bush

Viburnum trilobum

Use for shrub borders or foundations, woodland margins, hedge or screen. Easily grown in average, moist, well-drained soils in full sun to part shade. Prefers loams with consistent moisture, but tolerates a wide range of soils. Prune as needed immediately after flowering. Fruit is edible; berries are sometimes used to make jams and jellies. Part shade in moist to wet circumneutral (but not limestone) well-drained soil. Height: 8 to 12 feet; flowers: white. 

Ninebark
Physocarpus opulifolius

Mass in shrub borders. Effective as hedge, screen or for erosion control on banks. Use in native plant gardens. Able to grow in harsh conditions. Easily grown in average, dry to medium, well-drained soil in full sun to part shade. Tolerates wide range of soil conditions. Plants may be cut to the ground in winter to rejuvenate. pH 5.1 to 6.5. Flowers: white to pink, late spring. Found in wet woods, moist cliffs, sandy or rocky stream banks, gravel bars and moist thickets. Shrub to 10 feet. 

Bayberry

Myrica pensylvanica

Use as a screen, border or informal hedge or on a bank for erosion control. Salt tolerance makes it okay near roads that are salted in winter. Groupings of plants need at least one male plant to pollinate female plants and produce fruit. Fruits are covered with an aromatic, waxy substance used to make bayberry candles, soaps and sealing wax. Easily grown in average, dry to medium, well-drained soil in full sun to part shade. Prefers moist, peaty or sandy, acidic soils, but tolerates a wide range of soils and growing conditions. To 6 feet. 

Steeplebush

Spiraea tomentosa

An erect shrub with dense, steeple-shaped, branched clusters of pink flowers in summer. Grow in sun to part sun in mesic to moist moderately acid soil. Forms a thicket of erect, slender, wand-like, unbranched stems, 3-6 ft. tall. Dense, erect, plumes of pink to rose-purple flowers. The orange to reddish-brown bark is exfoliating and the fall foliage is yellow. Found in meadows, old fields, pastures, bogs and swamps. 

Swamp azalea

Rhododendron viscosum

This is one of the last azaleas to bloom in spring. It is a variable species with several varieties and forms. Grow in part shade in moist to wet acidic silty loam. Flood tolerant. Flowers: white.  Found in swamps, bogs, stream margins and thickets. To 10 feet, but more commonly about 5 feet. 

Sweet pepperbush

Clethra alnifolia

An excellent, trouble-free shrub for masses in lawns or shrub border. Slender, upright habit makes it ideal for planting in narrow spaces in the perennial border or around foundations. A good shrub for low spots, stream banks or pond/water garden edges. Easily grown in average, medium to wet, well-drained soil in full sun to full shade. Adaptive to a wide range of soil, moisture and light conditions. Prefers part shade and consistently moist to wet acidic soils. Flowers: white, summer. Flowers attract butterflies and bees. Shrub, 6 to 12 feet. 

Winterberry

Ilex verticillata

Excellent year round interest, highlighted by the showy display of red berries in winter. Mass or group in shrub borders, foundations, along streams and ponds or bird gardens. Easily grown in average, acidic, medium to wet soils in full sun to part shade. Adaptable to both light and heavy soils, but prefers moist, acidic, organic loams. Good tolerance for poorly drained soil. Only fertilized female flowers will produce the attractive red berries that are the signature of the species. Generally one male winterberry will be sufficient for pollinating 9-10 female plants. Shrub to 15 feet. 

