Northern sea-oats     
Chasmanthium latifolium 

Provides excellent contrast and texture almost year-round to the border, shaded garden, native plant garden, naturalized area, along streams or on the periphery of the water garden. Easily grown in average, medium to wet, well-drained soil in full sun to part shade. Tolerant of poor soils, but prefers moist, fertile soils. Found in rich alluvial woods or rocky slopes along streams and on moist bluffs, stream banks; 20-40 inches, pH 5-7.  Deer resistant.

Pennsylvania sedge

Carex pensylvanica

Extremely drought tolerant and never browns in the growing season. Forms tufts similar to fescues and can be mowed to a height of 2.5 to 3 inches. It is an exceptional alternative to lawns in wooded areas and requires no care. Grow in part shade to shade in dry to mesic sandy rocky loam. Colonizes by rhizomes. Found in well-drained, acidic but mineral rich sandy, rocky, and loamy soils in deciduous forests, edges and openings. 4-6 inches.  Deer resistant.

Switchgrass

Panicum virgatum

Good for accent, group or mass. Also effective as a screen. Perennial borders, wild gardens, native plant gardens, prairies, meadows or naturalized areas. Also appropriate for water gardens and bog gardens. Easily grown in average, medium to wet soils in full sun to part shade. Tolerates wide range of soils, including dry ones, but prefers moist, sandy or clay soils; best in full sun. Grows primarily in clumps. Found in dry slopes of open oak or pine woodlands, river banks, marshes, but especially mesic to wet tall grass prairies. To 6 feet.  Deer resistant.

Tussock or Upright sedge

Carex stricta

Good selection for low spots, stream/pond margins or areas with seasonal flooding. Also may be grown in a variety of upland locations as long as soils are kept consistently moist. Effective accent for smaller gardens. Easily grown in moist to wet soils including standing water in full sun to part shade. Grows well in wet low spots, water margins and areas that experience some seasonal flooding. Best grown in mass for foliage effect in moist to wet areas. Found in lake shores, bogs, marshes and wet meadows. 12-36 inches. Deer resistant.

Common hairgrass

Deschampsia flexuosa

One of the best performing woodland grasses and very common in a variety of forest types. A very sturdy grass for naturalizing and (like all grasses) not browsed by deer. Grow in part sun to part shade in dry to mesic sandy loam. Found in dry, generally rocky slopes, and in woods and thickets, often in disturbed sites. 12-40 inches.  Deer resistant.
